
 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Institutions - News  
31 January – 07 February 2019 

 

 

EU Institutions - News 

31 January- 07 February 2019 

 

 

CONTENT 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ................................................................................. 2 

BIOCIDES .....................................................................................................................................................2 
Publication of the latest delegated act on the work programme for the systematic examination of all 

existing active substances contained in biocidal products ...................................................................... 2 
Corrigendum to Commission Implementing Decision on the non-approval of certain active substances 

in biocidal products ................................................................................................................................. 3 

 
ENERGY .......................................................................................................................................................3 

New European Commission’s publication ‘EU energy in figures’ ........................................................... 3 

 

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE ....................................... 4 

BREXIT ........................................................................................................................................................4 
A no-deal Brexit threatens the viability of the chemical industries in both the UK and the EU ............. 4 

 

 
  

 
 
 



 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Institutions - News  
31 January – 07 February 2019 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Biocides 

• Publication of the latest delegated act on the work programme for the 
systematic examination of all existing active substances contained in 
biocidal products 

          Source: European Commission 

According to the Regulation on biocidal products, a work programme shall be 
carried out to review all active substances used in biocidal products which were 
already on the market on 14 May 2000. This on-going work programme for the 
systematic examination of all existing active substances used in biocidal products 
is foreseen to run until 31 December 2024. 

The Commission so-called "Review Regulation" lays down the detailed rules for 
the examination of these existing active substances. It also sets out in its Annex II 
the substance/product-type combinations included in this work programme on 3 
February 2017. Since the adoption of the Review Regulation the identities of 
certain active substance/product-type combinations in Annex II which can be 
generated in situ have been redefined. In addition, some of the substance/product-
type combinations originally included in this work programme are no longer 
supported and the Commission also adopted a number of approval and non-
approval decisions with a view to approve or not approve certain active substances 
for use in biocidal products. Hence, these substance/product-type combinations 
should no longer be included in the work programme. Consequently, Annex II of 
the Review Regulation has been updated. 

The delegated act was adopted by the EU Commission in November 2018 but the 
EU Parliament and the Council had 2 months to formulate any objections. They 
did not, therefore the delegated act entered into force on February 1st. 

 

This Annex allows, before considering the submission of a dossier for the approval 
of an active substance, to determine if the product is an “existing active substance”, 
if it has been notified for the correct product-type and is currently part of the review 
programme. The former version of the Annex dated from February 2017. 

Many substances listed in the annex are relevant for your sector. 

 

You can therefore find the full text of the delegated act (including the annex) 
here: 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/723/documents/1325?la
ng=en  

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/723/documents/1325?lang=en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/723/documents/1325?lang=en
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• Corrigendum to Commission Implementing Decision on the non-
approval of certain active substances in biocidal products 

          Source: European Commission 

On October 29 2018, the European Commission published an implementing 
decision on the non-approval of certain active substances in biocidal products. 

It just published a corrigendum to this implementing decision regarding “Active 
Chlorine: manufactured by the reaction of hypochlorous acid and sodium 
hypochlorite produced in situ”. The correction touches upon the product type in 
the “substance/product-type combinations” listed. 

Below the correction: 

for: 

‘939 Active Chlorine: manufactured by 

the reaction of hypochlorous acid 

and sodium hypochlorite 

produced in situ 

SK Mixture Not 

available 

2, 3, 4, 

5, 

11, 12’ 

read: 

‘939 Active Chlorine: manufactured by 

the reaction of hypochlorous acid 

and sodium hypochlorite 

produced in situ 

SK Mixture Not 

available 

2, 3, 4, 

5’ 

 

You can therefore find the corrigendum here:  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.034.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:0
34:TOC  

 

Energy 

• New European Commission’s publication ‘EU energy in figures’ 

         Source: European Commission 

This publication provides an overview of the most relevant annual energy related 
statistics for the European Union as a whole and for each of its Member States. 
The data contained in this pocketbook is drawn from several sources: from the 
European Commission’s services, from international organisations such as the 
European Environment Agency and the International Energy Agency and also from 
the European Commission’s estimates when other data is unavailable.  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.034.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:034:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.034.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:034:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.034.01.0010.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:034:TOC
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Access the information:  

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/99fc30eb-c06d-
11e8-9893-01aa75ed71a1/language-
en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search  

 

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

 

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) is a consultative body 
that gives representatives of Europe's socio-occupational interest groups 

(employers, workers, etc) and others a formal platform to express their points of 
view on EU issues. Its opinions are addressed to the Council, the European 

Commission and the European Parliament and then published in the EU's Official 
Journal. 

 

Brexit 

• A no-deal Brexit threatens the viability of the chemical industries in 
both the UK and the EU 

          Source: European Economic and Social Committee 

In the event of a deal, the UK should stay aligned with EU laws; for chemicals, the 
REACH regulation is key.  The planned transition period is too short, however, and 
should be extended to at least five years. 

This was the bottom line of a discussion with high level experts of the aeronautics 
and chemical industries, organised by the Consultative Commission for Industrial 
Change (CCMI) at the EESC on 30 January. 

A Brexit deal was indispensable for the chemical industry, underlined Ian 
Cranshaw, head of international trade at the Chemical Industries Association 
(CIA). With a turnover of GBP18 billion, the chemical industry was of crucial 
importance to the United Kingdom. It provided 500 000 jobs indirectly, with another 
150 000 people directly employed, many of them in high quality jobs located not 
only in the cities but also in the regions. What the industry needed most was 
certainty. UK companies had invested GBP 6 million to comply with REACH, and 
the industry welcomed that regulation. Therefore the concept of a UK REACH 
being introduced and asking UK companies to pay again for re-registration did not 
make sense, he argued. The UK's possible role in the ECHA also needed to be 
discussed. 

Mr Cranshaw's organisation had conducted a survey among the companies it 
represented and not a single company had come back saying that Brexit would 
benefit them, he told the audience. 

The risk of divergence and deregulation 

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/99fc30eb-c06d-11e8-9893-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/99fc30eb-c06d-11e8-9893-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/99fc30eb-c06d-11e8-9893-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search
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The British and EU chemical sectors were strongly interconnected, and from the 
onset of Brexit negotiations it had stood united in favour of an agreement for 
frictionless trade in chemicals. A no-deal needed to be averted, said Rene von 
Sloten, executive director of the Industrial Policy Programme at the European 
Chemical Industry Council (CEFIC). He too underlined regulation as the industry's 
key area of concern. "We are convinced that the UK should be included in the EU 
REACH regulation and also in the ECHA", he said. 

Kate Young, Brexit and chemicals campaigner at CHEM Trust warned that it was 
essential to keep a level playing field. The UK should aim to stay as close as 
possible to REACH, which should in turn be translated into UK legislation. 

REACH had never been popular in the US, she said, and in its search for a good 
trade agreement with the US the UK could become more aligned with the US, 
meaning that the regulations of the EU and the UK could diverge. 

In her statement, Jacqueline Foster, Conservative Party Member of Parliament for 
15 years, confessed that she had already voted against the UK staying in the 
"Common Market" back in 1975. "There won't be a second Brexit referendum", she 
said, "the government needs to carry out the process to the end". 

The UK had played a key role in setting up responsible legislation in the EU. It 
would not water down any standards, she argued and called for a grown-ups' 
divorce that included reciprocity and a seamless process on how to take industries 
forward. 

Only losers? 

During the discussion, other participants also expressed their disappointment 
regarding the staggering amount of uncertainty still surrounding the UK's exit from 
the EU just two months before the final divorce, and were wondering if the British 
people had really been aware of the negative impact of their vote.  

CCMI president Lucie Studničná recalled that the EU's intention had always been 
to discuss and anticipate developments in order to limit the negative impact. The 
goal had always been to create a win-win situation. 

"Now it looks as if we are all only losers. The lesson we might draw from this 
situation is to better communicate the achievements of the Single Market and the 
many advantages – for both industry and the citizens – that come with EU 
membership," she said. 

The question as to who at the end of the day would benefit from Brexit remained 
unanswered. 

 

Access the information: 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/no-deal-brexit-threatens-
viability-aeronautics-and-chemical-industries-both-uk-and-eu  

 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/no-deal-brexit-threatens-viability-aeronautics-and-chemical-industries-both-uk-and-eu
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/no-deal-brexit-threatens-viability-aeronautics-and-chemical-industries-both-uk-and-eu
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Biocides 

• Agenda of the next meeting of the Expert group for the implementation 
of the Biocidal Products Regulation 

          Source: European Commission 

The expert group is made up of representatives of the competent authorities for 
the implementation of the Biocidal Products Regulation and assists the 

Commission with the preparation of policy initiatives, delegated acts, and 
implementation of the Biocidal Products Regulation, including the coordination of 

certain Member States’ activities. Representatives of NGOs and industry also 
participate in meetings of the expert group as observers. 

 

The next meeting will take place on March 13 -15 in Brussels. 

The following points on the agenda may be of interest for you: 

• DRAFT DELEGATED ACTS: 

o Discussion on draft proposal amending Annexes II and III to the BPR 

• BIOCIDAL PRODUCTS: 

o Discussion and agreement on the management of product 
authorisations for in situ cases 

o Discussion recommendations regarding Biocidal Product Families 
(BPF): outcome and applicability 

o Discussion on Disinfecting by-products 

o Discussion and agreement on Guidance on same biocidal products 
(SBP) 

• ACTIVE SUBSTANCES: 

o Discussion on the approach on some in-situ active substances 

• HORIZONTAL MATTERS 

You can download the agenda here:  

https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/43a1ac50-da98-44c2-8609-dce633814073/CA-
Mar19-Doc.1%20-%20Draft%20agenda.doc 

 

Energy 

• Europe leads the global clean energy transition, latest Eurostat data 
confirms 

          Source: European Commission 

https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/43a1ac50-da98-44c2-8609-dce633814073/CA-Mar19-Doc.1%20-%20Draft%20agenda.doc
https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/43a1ac50-da98-44c2-8609-dce633814073/CA-Mar19-Doc.1%20-%20Draft%20agenda.doc
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In 2017, the share of energy from renewable sources in gross final consumption of 
energy in the EU, reached 17.5%, up from 17.0% in 2016 and more than double 
the share as in 2004 (8.5), the first year for which the data are available. The 
Commission is delivering on its priority to put in place a fully integrated Energy 
Union with a forward-looking climate policy by leading abroad and fulfilling its 
commitments at home.  

Access the information here:  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/europe-leads-global-clean-energy-transition-latest-
eurostat-data-confirms-2019-feb-12_en  

 

Brexit 

• The "Review Regulation" on active substances contained in biocidal 
products amended in view of Brexit  

          Source: European Commission 

If the deal agreed upon by the EU and the United Kingdom during the negotiations 
is signed and ratified by both the EU and the UK before March 30th, during the 
transition period, a competent authority of the United Kingdom will not be able 
to act as evaluating competent authority for any active substance/product-type 
combination included in the review programme.  

Access the information:  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.037.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:0
37:TOC  

 

Chemicals 

• Update on the EU Delegated Regulation concerning the export and 
import of hazardous chemicals 

Source: Comitology 

The scrutiny period of the European Commission’s Delegated Regulation 
concerning the export and import of hazardous chemicals - adopted on the 11th of 
December 2018 - ended in February 2019. The next phase will be the publication 
on the Official Journal of the EU.  

Access the latest version of the delegated act text:  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/1083/documents/latest?l
ang=en  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/europe-leads-global-clean-energy-transition-latest-eurostat-data-confirms-2019-feb-12_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/europe-leads-global-clean-energy-transition-latest-eurostat-data-confirms-2019-feb-12_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.037.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:037:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.037.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:037:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.037.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2019:037:TOC
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/1083/documents/latest?lang=en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/delegatedActs/1083/documents/latest?lang=en
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• EU reflexion paper calls for sustainable chemicals work to be 
accelerated 

Source: European Commission 

The reflexion paper ‘A Sustainable Europe by 2030’ published by the European 
Commission states that "work started on chemicals, the non-toxic environment, 
eco-labelling and eco-innovation, critical raw materials and fertilisers, needs to be 
accelerated". 

Access the paper:  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-
political/files/rp_sustainable_europe_30-01_en_web.pdf 

 

 

EUROPEAN CHEMICAL AGENCY (ECHA) 

General 

• Clearer requirements for applications for authorisation 

          Source: ECHA 

Updated formats for applications for authorisation and review reports are now 
available on ECHA’s website. The formats are compatible with the updated opinion 
format of ECHA’s scientific committees, and instruct applicants on how to present 
their analysis of alternatives and socio-economic analysis when applying for 
continuing the use of a substance of very high concern. They will become 
mandatory for applications and review reports from 1 June 2019. 

Access the information: 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/clearer-requirements-for-applications-for-authorisation 

 

• Registries of SVHC and restriction intentions updated to cover entire 
processes 

          Source: ECHA 

The registries now cover the steps in the procedures for SVHC identification and 

for restriction from intention until outcome, including committee opinions or 

agreements. The update follows the same approach as the expansion carried out 

in 2018 for the harmonised classification and labelling (CLH) process. 

ECHA’s registries of intentions until outcome inform interested parties of planned 

submissions, giving them time to prepare for commenting later in the process. It 

may also be used to track progress of a dossier through the CLH, SVHC 

identification and restriction processes. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/rp_sustainable_europe_30-01_en_web.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/rp_sustainable_europe_30-01_en_web.pdf
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/clearer-requirements-for-applications-for-authorisation
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The public activities coordination tool (PACT) has also been updated to include the 

outcomes of the SHVC identification and restriction processes. 

 

Links: 

Registry of SVHC intentions until outcome  

Registry of restriction intentions until outcome 

PACT  

 

• Public consultations launched on applications for authorisation 

          Source: ECHA 

ECHA has launched eight public consultations on applications for authorisation for 
chromium trioxide (EC 215-607-8, CAS 1333-82-0) for the uses of functional 
chrome plating with decorative character for sanitary applications (including 
etching and electroplating), as well as for the uses of passivation and electrolytic 
coating of steel. 

More information about the uses that authorisation is being applied for, including 
the description of the function of the substance, exposure scenarios, possible 
alternatives identified by the applicants, and socio-economic information, is 
available on ECHA's website. 

The deadline for comments is 10 April 2019. 

Access the consultation: 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/applications-for-authorisation-consultation  

 

• Authorities and stakeholders discussed ways to improve active 
substance approvals 

          Source: ECHA 

Member State authorities, the European Commission, stakeholders and ECHA 
have discussed over the last days ways to improve the biocidal active substance 
approval process, aiming in particular at speeding up the Review Programme of 
existing active substances. Themes of the workshop included lessons learnt and 
evolution of the situation since 2015, optimising the use of available resources, 
requesting data, assessing endocrine disruptor properties and grouping active 
substances.  

We will send you the workshop report as soon as it’s made available. 

 

http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/4/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjE5MDQ0LTkxNjZmMDRiNWVkNDQyZWJiZWU3MmQwNGY5NDQ3YjM1%3AZWxpc2UucmVnYWlyYXpAYWxpZW5vcmV1LmNvbQ%3AbGVhZC0yZjBkN2Y0ZjMyMTBlOTExODEwODAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMS0xYzJhMWQ1MWZlZWI0MzcwYTdmNmYzNDU0YjY2ZWQ4Ng%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1zdmhjLWludGVudGlvbnM_X2NsZGVlPVpXeHBjMlV1Y21WbllXbHlZWHBBWVd4cFpXNXZjbVYxTG1OdmJRJTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWxlYWQtMmYwZDdmNGYzMjEwZTkxMTgxMDgwMDUwNTY5NTJiMzEtMWMyYTFkNTFmZWViNDM3MGE3ZjZmMzQ1NGI2NmVkODYmZXNpZD04N2NkMDUyZi02ODJmLWU5MTEtODEwYS0wMDUwNTY5NTJiMzE&K=8qSaq0aH083chH9j_wggsA
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/4/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjE5MDQ0LTkxNjZmMDRiNWVkNDQyZWJiZWU3MmQwNGY5NDQ3YjM1%3AZWxpc2UucmVnYWlyYXpAYWxpZW5vcmV1LmNvbQ%3AbGVhZC0yZjBkN2Y0ZjMyMTBlOTExODEwODAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMS0xYzJhMWQ1MWZlZWI0MzcwYTdmNmYzNDU0YjY2ZWQ4Ng%3AZmFsc2U%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9yZWdpc3RyeS1vZi1yZXN0cmljdGlvbi1pbnRlbnRpb25zP19jbGRlZT1aV3hwYzJVdWNtVm5ZV2x5WVhwQVlXeHBaVzV2Y21WMUxtTnZiUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLTJmMGQ3ZjRmMzIxMGU5MTE4MTA4MDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxLTFjMmExZDUxZmVlYjQzNzBhN2Y2ZjM0NTRiNjZlZDg2JmVzaWQ9ODdjZDA1MmYtNjgyZi1lOTExLTgxMGEtMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMx&K=4gz0LOcUeNUJCqPRRtLsJg
http://elmlinks.echa.europa.eu/c/4/?T=OTMzMDcxOTU%3AcDEtYjE5MDQ0LTkxNjZmMDRiNWVkNDQyZWJiZWU3MmQwNGY5NDQ3YjM1%3AZWxpc2UucmVnYWlyYXpAYWxpZW5vcmV1LmNvbQ%3AbGVhZC0yZjBkN2Y0ZjMyMTBlOTExODEwODAwNTA1Njk1MmIzMS0xYzJhMWQ1MWZlZWI0MzcwYTdmNmYzNDU0YjY2ZWQ4Ng%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9lY2hhLmV1cm9wYS5ldS9wYWN0P19jbGRlZT1aV3hwYzJVdWNtVm5ZV2x5WVhwQVlXeHBaVzV2Y21WMUxtTnZiUSUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1sZWFkLTJmMGQ3ZjRmMzIxMGU5MTE4MTA4MDA1MDU2OTUyYjMxLTFjMmExZDUxZmVlYjQzNzBhN2Y2ZjM0NTRiNjZlZDg2JmVzaWQ9ODdjZDA1MmYtNjgyZi1lOTExLTgxMGEtMDA1MDU2OTUyYjMx&K=LC-XihldONZbzroiC3Ev2Q
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/applications-for-authorisation-consultation
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Brexit 

• Act now to stay on the EU market after the UK’s withdrawal 

          Source: ECHA 

With continued political uncertainty regarding the withdrawal agreement, the 
Agency urges companies to act now to continue complying with their obligations 
under the REACH; Classification, Labelling and Packaging (CLP); Prior Informed 
Consent (PIC); and Biocidal Products (BPR) regulations. 

To keep substances that are registered under REACH legally on the EU-27/EEA 
market, UK-based manufacturers and formulators can either transfer their 
business to, or appoint an only representative in, one of the EU-27/EEA countries. 

Subject to further developments, ECHA will open a ‘Brexit window’ in REACH-IT 
from 12 to 29 March, 24:00 hours CET (11 p.m. UK time) to enable UK-based 
companies to make these changes and transfer their REACH registrations. If an 
only representative is not appointed, the EU-27/EEA importers will have to submit 
their own registrations. […] 

EU-27 companies will also need to notify their exports of hazardous substances 
regulated under the PIC Regulation when exporting to the UK. This will be done 
using the ePIC tool. The export notification in ePIC needs to be submitted 35 days 
before the export. ECHA will soon clarify how to deal with exports to the UK during 
the period right after the UK’s effective withdrawal. 

Companies based in the EU-27/EEA will also need to prepare for placing 
substances on the UK market after 29 March, which will be governed by UK law. 
The UK Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has published respective guidance. 

Access the information: 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/act-now-to-stay-on-the-eu-market-after-the-uk-s-
withdrawal  

 

EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

 
Chemicals 

• Meeting agenda of the Council’s Working Party on International 
Environment Issue 

          Source: Comitology 

 

The Council of the European Union is supported by more than 150 highly 
specialised working parties and committees, known as the 'Council preparatory 
bodies'. The Working Party on International Environment Issues prepares EU 
positions for international negotiations related to environmental and climate 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/act-now-to-stay-on-the-eu-market-after-the-uk-s-withdrawal
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/act-now-to-stay-on-the-eu-market-after-the-uk-s-withdrawal
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change issues. It works in subgroups, which cover various issues such as 
climate, biodiversity, chemicals, global sustainable development and waste. 

 

The Working Party on International Environment Issues of the Council held a 
meeting on the 12th of February 2019. Among the points discussed there is:  

1. UN Environment Programme/UN Environment Assembly : Preparations for 
the fourth session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-4) (Nairobi, 11-
15 March 2019)   

b) Preparations for the 145th meeting of the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives to be held on 19 February 2019 - Draft UNEA-4 
resolutions  

ii) Draft Resolution on Sound management of chemicals and 
waste (EU+MS) and draft resolutions of Cluster 2 - Resource 
efficiency, chemicals and waste  

Access the agenda:  

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1584-2019-INIT/en/pdf  

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1584-2019-INIT/en/pdf
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

REACH 

• Agenda of the next meeting of the REACH Committee 

          Source: European Commission 

The Committee composed of representatives from all EU countries supports the 
EU Commission in the preparation of implementing legislation with regards to 
REACH such as the regulation on fees, on the arrangements for the Board of 

Appeal, and on the regulation on test methods. 

 

The next meeting will take place on March 7 in Brussels. 

The following points on the agenda may be of interest for you: 

• Discussion and tentative vote on the draft Commission Regulation 
amending, for the purposes of its adaptation to technical and scientific 
progress, Regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of 
substances and mixtures  

• Discussion and tentative vote on the draft Commission Implementing 
Decision on the compliance check of a registration for reproductive toxicity 
referred by the ECHA to the Commission  

• Discussion on the draft Commission Implementing Decision on the 
compliance check of a registration for Reaction mass PTBP  

• Discussion on diglyme, DEHP, chromium trioxide, dichromium 
(tris)chromate, pentazinc chromate octahydroxide and strontium chromate 

 

You can download the agenda here:  

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=Search.getPDF&d
s_id=60853&version=2&AttLang=en&db_number=1&docType=AGENDA  

 

• EU Commission imposes strict conditions over the use of hazardous 
chemicals used in automotive, aerospace and medical sectors 

          Source: European Commission 

The Commission continues to work with EU countries and the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA) to continuously limit the risks posed by chemicals to 
human health and the environment in the context of the EU's REACH regulation – 
the most comprehensive chemicals legislation in the world. 

EU countries' representatives in the so called REACH Committee agreed to the 
Commission's proposals to further reduce workers' exposure to 2 chemical 
substances of very high concern, following recommendations by ECHA. The 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=Search.getPDF&ds_id=60853&version=2&AttLang=en&db_number=1&docType=AGENDA
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=Search.getPDF&ds_id=60853&version=2&AttLang=en&db_number=1&docType=AGENDA
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decision will oblige companies that have applied to use chromium trioxide, a 
substance of very high concern due to its carcinogenic properties, to implement 
strict risk management procedures for various uses of the substance in the 
automotive, aerospace and other sectors. It also gives these companies a 
maximum of 7 years to reassess the availability of safer alternatives or substitute 
the substance earlier when possible. The REACH committee has also followed the 
Commission's proposal to, for the first time ever, reject the authorisation for 
continued use of sodium dichromate, an also potentially carcinogenic substance 
by a company using it for treatment of micro-surgical instruments. The Commission 
is due to adopt the above-mentioned decisions in the coming weeks. 

More information here:  

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/reach-commission-imposes-strict-conditions-
over-use-hazardous-chemicals-used-automotive_en 

Other article about the subject (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/74499/reach-authorisation-application-rejected-in-eu-
first  

 

EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

 

Persistent organic pollutants 

• Provisional agreement on the world's most dangerous pollutants 

          Source: Council of the EU 

The EU is toughening the rules on the most lasting and polluting chemicals. The 
Romanian presidency of the Council reached a provisional agreement with the 
European Parliament on updating the regulation on persistent organic pollutants, 
the UN-agreed list of dangerous substances. This regulation will help protect 
people and the environment against these chemicals. 

The recast proposal ensures alignment of the existing regulation with the latest 
amendments to the Stockholm Convention, which provides the global legal 
framework for the elimination of the production, use, import and export of persistent 
organic pollutants. Several amendments align the regulation more closely with the 
general EU legislation on chemicals. As a result of these changes, there will be 
more clarity, transparency and increased legal certainty for all parties involved in 
the implementation of the regulation. 

The new rules will maintain the existing high level of protection of human health 
and the environment in Europe, but some tasks foreseen under the regulation will 
be transferred from the European Commission to the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) in Helsinki, as this is expected to reduce the overall costs and to expand 
the scientific knowledge available for implementation. 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/reach-commission-imposes-strict-conditions-over-use-hazardous-chemicals-used-automotive_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/reach-commission-imposes-strict-conditions-over-use-hazardous-chemicals-used-automotive_en
https://chemicalwatch.com/74499/reach-authorisation-application-rejected-in-eu-first
https://chemicalwatch.com/74499/reach-authorisation-application-rejected-in-eu-first
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Under the agreement, the flame retardant decaBDE is added to the list of 
substances and the unintentional trace contaminant value is set at 10 mg / kg for 
cases where decaBDE is present in substances. In addition, the unintentional trace 
contaminant value is set at 500 mg/kg for the sum of all BDEs, including decaBDE, 
where they are present in mixtures and articles. A review clause was inserted to 
assess all impacts on health and the environment of the limit value of 500 mg/kg 
for the sum of all BDEs. 

Furthermore, specific exemptions concerning the use of decaBDE are introduced 
for aircrafts, motor vehicles and electronic equipment also in case of imports. 

The agreement will now be submitted for political endorsement by EU 
ambassadors in the Council's Permanent Representatives Committee. 

Background 

On 22 March 2018, the European Commission adopted a proposal to recast the 
regulation on persistent organic pollutants. The Council adopted its position on the 
regulation on 28 November. Negotiations with the European Parliament started on 
4 December and ended in today's agreement. 

The agreement will be submitted to EU ambassadors for endorsement on behalf 
of the Council, following technical finalisation of the text. Parliament and Council 
will then be called on to adopt the proposed regulation at first reading. 

Access the information:  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2019/02/19/persistent-
organic-pollutants-provisional-agreement-on-the-world-s-most-dangerous-
pollutants/   

On the same subject: 

https://chemicalwatch.com/74518/council-of-ministers-and-parliament-agree-on-
eu-pops-update (Subscription needed) 

 

 

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY 

 

General 

• REACH 2018 registration data now included in QSAR Toolbox 

          Source: ECHA 

(Q)SARs - are mathematical models that can be used to predict the 
physicochemical, biological and environmental fate properties of compounds 

from the knowledge of their chemical structure. 

 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2019/02/19/persistent-organic-pollutants-provisional-agreement-on-the-world-s-most-dangerous-pollutants/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2019/02/19/persistent-organic-pollutants-provisional-agreement-on-the-world-s-most-dangerous-pollutants/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2019/02/19/persistent-organic-pollutants-provisional-agreement-on-the-world-s-most-dangerous-pollutants/
https://chemicalwatch.com/74518/council-of-ministers-and-parliament-agree-on-eu-pops-update
https://chemicalwatch.com/74518/council-of-ministers-and-parliament-agree-on-eu-pops-update
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The QSAR Toolbox is a free software application developed by the OECD, 
intended to be used by governments, chemical industry and other stakeholders in 
filling gaps in (eco)toxicity data needed for assessing the hazards of chemicals. 

It offers functionalities for retrieving experimental data, simulating metabolism 
and profiling properties of chemicals.  

 

668 041 selected experimental data points for 11 735 chemicals are now available 
in the Version 4.3 of the OECD QSAR Toolbox, including data from the REACH 
2018 registration deadline. 

More data has been made available particularly on aquatic toxicity, sensitisation, 
and irritation and corrosion, which will help governments, industry and 
stakeholders to fill in data gaps for assessing chemical hazards. 

Crucial to this work is the grouping of chemicals into categories. The update makes 
more tools available to support how analogues and chemical categories are 
defined.  

More information:  

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/reach-2018-registration-data-now-included-in-qsar-
toolbox  

 

• ECHA Executive Director: “Focusing efforts where we make most 
impact” 

          Source: ECHA  

In the editorial of the ECHA February Newsletter, ECHA’s Executive Director Bjorn 
Hansen addressed several areas where improvements are needed and the 
Agency-wide priorities for 2019, among which:  

- make efforts to ensure the compliance of the REACH registration dossiers 

- maintain the level of outputs for biocides 

- manage the ever-increasing year-end peak for PIC 

- clarify and improve the restriction and authorisation processes and 
work together with the Commission, Member States, relevant experts, non-
governmental organisations and industry 

- prepare the industry in the remaining EU-27 and in the UK for a ‘no deal’ 
scenario ahead of 30 March 2019 

Access the information:  

https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/focusing-efforts-where-
we-make-most-impact  

In addition, a summary of the Agency's strategic plan for 2019-2023 is now 
available: 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/reach-2018-registration-data-now-included-in-qsar-toolbox
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/reach-2018-registration-data-now-included-in-qsar-toolbox
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/focusing-efforts-where-we-make-most-impact
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/focusing-efforts-where-we-make-most-impact
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https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13609/echa_brief_strategic_plan_2019
-2023_en.pdf/9d0f254d-def8-f77d-daa5-650732780eca    

More information in the Newsletter about REACH compliance:  

https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/reach-compliance-an-
agency-priority-for-2019  

 

• ECHA appoints new Director for Risk Management 

          Source: ECHA  

Peter van der Zandt will join ECHA on 16 May 2019 as the Agency's new Director 
for Risk Management. 

Peter is a Head of Unit in the Directorate-General for Research and Innovation in 
the European Commission, and is currently seconded as a Head of Unit to the 
EU's Research Executive Agency. 

He is a Dutch national with substantial experience in research, pre-REACH 
legislation and REACH at the EU-level. He also has national experience from the 
Netherlands in risk management of existing chemicals and biocides. 

 

Workers’ Exposure 

• Five cobalt salts proposed for restriction 

          Source: ECHA  

This article takes a closer look at the restriction dossier submitted by ECHA in 
October 2018 concerning five cobalt salts, in response to a request by the 
European Commission.  

The five cobalt salts: cobalt sulphate, cobalt dichloride, cobalt dinitrate, cobalt 
carbonate and cobalt di(acetate) are produced and widely used to manufacture 
chemicals, catalysts, batteries, feed grade materials and biogas. The salts are also 
used for surface treatments and in fermentation processes.  

Access the information:  

https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/five-cobalt-salts-
proposed-for-restriction  

 

Plastics 

• ECHA and industry mapped high-volume plastic additives 

          Source: ECHA 

ECHA and industry have mapped over 400 high-volume chemicals that are used 
as additives in plastic. The information will be used by ECHA to identify substances 
of priority for further assessment. 

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13609/echa_brief_strategic_plan_2019-2023_en.pdf/9d0f254d-def8-f77d-daa5-650732780eca
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13609/echa_brief_strategic_plan_2019-2023_en.pdf/9d0f254d-def8-f77d-daa5-650732780eca
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/reach-compliance-an-agency-priority-for-2019
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/reach-compliance-an-agency-priority-for-2019
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/five-cobalt-salts-proposed-for-restriction
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/five-cobalt-salts-proposed-for-restriction
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The listing is based on the technical functions of additives and data provided by 
industry on substances manufactured or imported at above 100 tonnes per year.  

It covers substances used as antioxidants, antistatics, flame retardants, nucleating 
agents, plasticisers, pigments, heat stabilisers, and UV/light stabilisers. 
Information on the polymer types that the additives are most commonly found in 
and the expected concentration ranges is also provided. 

The work included the development of a methodology for comparing the potential 
of additives to be released from plastic articles during their use. Together with 
information on hazard potential, the use and release information will be used by 
ECHA and Member States in the prioritisation of groups of substances for in-depth 
assessment under REACH. 

More information: 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/high-volume-plastic-additives-mapped  

Access the Plastic additives initiative here  

On the same news you can read:   

https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/eu-inventory-of-all-plastic-additives-will-
further-improve-safety-of-chemicals   

https://chemicalwatch.com/74545/echa-publishes-inventory-of-additives-in-
plastics (subscription needed) 

 

Biocides 

• Overcoming a substitution challenge: antifouling 

          Source: ECHA  

This article takes a closer look at antifouling technologies, preventing fouling of 
surfaces by aquatic organisms 

Thea article addresses more specifically the outcome of the ‘Innovation Workshop 
on Safer and Sustainable Antifouling’ which took place in Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands last October. 

Access the information:  

https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/overcoming-a-
substitution-challenge-antifouling  

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/high-volume-plastic-additives-mapped
https://echa.europa.eu/plastic-additives-initiative
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/eu-inventory-of-all-plastic-additives-will-further-improve-safety-of-chemicals
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/eu-inventory-of-all-plastic-additives-will-further-improve-safety-of-chemicals
https://chemicalwatch.com/74545/echa-publishes-inventory-of-additives-in-plastics
https://chemicalwatch.com/74545/echa-publishes-inventory-of-additives-in-plastics
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/overcoming-a-substitution-challenge-antifouling
https://newsletter.echa.europa.eu/home/-/newsletter/entry/overcoming-a-substitution-challenge-antifouling
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 
Chemicals 

• Minutes of the Scientific Committee on Health, Environmental and 
Emerging Risks plenary meeting  

Source: European Commission 
 

When preparing policy and proposals related to consumer safety, health and the 
environment, the Commission relies on independent Scientific Committees to 

provide it with sound scientific advice and draw its attention to new and emerging 
problems. 

The Scientific Committee on Health, Environmental and Emerging Risks 
(SCHEER), provides opinions on questions concerning health, environmental 

and emerging risks. 
 
During the meeting of 7 February 2019, the Chair of the SCHEER Committee 
Working group on rapid risk assessment (RRA WG) informed the members that 
the WG was asked to prepare a concept paper for the EU Health Security 
Committee (HSC) to foster greater preparedness for cross-border chemical 
incidents. The RRA WG Chair presented to the SCHEER the draft version 
prepared in the meeting of 6/2. The paper has been revised, taking into account 
the comments of the SCHEER, and has been sent for approval by written 
procedure on 18 February 2019. 
 
Access the minutes of the meeting:  
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/sc
heer_mi_plenary_11_en.pdf  
 
 

• Update on the EU Delegated Regulation concerning the export and 
import of hazardous chemicals 

          Source: Comitology 
 
In the monitoring of 7-14 February, we informed you about the conclusion of the 
scrutiny period of the European Commission’s Delegated Regulation concerning 

the export and import of hazardous chemicals - adopted on the 11th of December 
2018. 

 
On the 27th of February, the delegated act has been published on the Official 

Journal of the EU. 
 
Access the published version of the delegated act text: 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0330  

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_mi_plenary_11_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_mi_plenary_11_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0330


 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Institutions - News  
21 February – 28 February 2019 

Brexit 

• European Commission issued a guidance to stakeholders on the 
impact of Brexit in the field of Chemicals regulation under REACH 

          Source: European Commission 
 
In a joint notice to stakeholders released on the 26th of February, the Directorate-
General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs and the 
Directorate-General Environment of the European Commission analyse the legal 
consequences of the United Kingdom's withdrawal on the Chemicals Regulation 
under REACH. 
 
Read the full notice to stakeholders: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/chemicals-regulation-under-reach_en.pdf  
 
Access the information:  
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/brexit-–-guidance-stakeholders-impact-field-
chemicals-regulation-under-reach_en  
 
 
Plastics 

• European Commission published new study on “A Circular Economy 
for Plastics” 

          Source: European Commission 
 
The new study analyses the unintended impacts of plastics on society and the 
environment (pollution and substances of concern); novel sources, design and 
business models for plastics in a circular economy; chemical, mechanical and 
organic recycling.  
 
The PDF version of the study is attached to this e-mail. 
 
 

EUROPEAN COUNCIL  

 
Endocrine Disruptors 

•  Indicative programme of the next Environment Council meeting 

          Source: Council 
 

The Environment Council is responsible for EU environment policy, including 
environmental protection, prudent use of resources and the protection of human 

health. It also deals with international environmental issues, especially in the area 
of climate change. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/chemicals-regulation-under-reach_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/brexit-–-guidance-stakeholders-impact-field-chemicals-regulation-under-reach_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/brexit-–-guidance-stakeholders-impact-field-chemicals-regulation-under-reach_en
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Among the points that will be addressed on March 5: 
 
Ministers will be invited to approve a general approach on the Drinking Water 
Directive (tap water). - public session 
 
Moreover, the Council will hold policy debates on the European Union framework 
on endocrine disruptors. 
 
Access the agenda:  
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/28/indicative-
programme-environment-council-5-march-2019/  
 
 
Persistent Organic Pollutants 

• Provisional Agenda of the next Council’s Coreper I meeting 

          Source: Council 
 

Coreper consists of representatives from the EU countries with the rank of 
ambassador to the European Union and works in 2 configurations (Coreper I and 

II) 
Coreper I prepares the work for issues related to agriculture and fisheries, 

competitiveness, education, youth, culture and sport, employment, social policy, 
health and consumer affairs, environment, transport, telecommunications and 

energy 
 
Among the discussion items put in the agenda of the next Coreper I meeting on 
Friday the 1st of March:  
 

• The Analysis of the final compromise text with a view to agreement 
concerning the Regulation on persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 
(recast)  

 
Access the agenda:  
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6788-2019-INIT/en/pdf  
 
 
 

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY 

 
REACH 

• REACH data compliance needs to improve 

          Source: ECHA 

https://video.consilium.europa.eu/en/webcast/5662fe88-f006-46bd-8a56-55b2aa0b6812
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/28/indicative-programme-environment-council-5-march-2019/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/28/indicative-programme-environment-council-5-march-2019/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6788-2019-INIT/en/pdf
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ECHA has published its annual evaluation report, delivering updated statistics on 
evaluated substances and registration dossiers, and giving advice to registrants 
on how to improve the information they provide on chemicals. 

In 2018, ECHA and the Member State authorities progressed 114 substance 
evaluations. ECHA issued 27 new draft decisions and adopted 21 substance 
evaluation decisions consisting of 63 requests for further information to clarify 
concerns. 

Based on the evaluation outcomes and observations, ECHA has published 
recommendations on how registrants can improve their dossiers. 

Background info 

For the first time, the Evaluation Progress Report has not been published as a 
standalone report, but instead the statistics on the progress made in dossier and 
substance evaluation have been made available online along with 
recommendations to registrants. 

ECHA’s Integrated Regulatory Strategy report, to be published in April, will provide 
further statistics and information on the impact of evaluation work. 

Access the progress in evaluation for 2018:  

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/dossier-evaluation-progress-2018 

Access the recommendations to registrants: 

https://echa.europa.eu/recommendations-to-registrants 

 

• EVENT / Save the Date: ECHA Workshop on strategy to support 
substitution of chemicals of concern 

          Source: ECHA 

This workshop is the second edition of ECHA’s substitution network meeting. The 
purpose of the event is to: 

• Present and discuss the actions implemented in 2018 and 2019 in relation 
with ECHA’s strategy to promote substitution to safer chemicals through 
innovation. 

• Develop a concrete short-term action plan and establish a framework for 
collaboration to implement elements of the substitution strategy for the next 
months. 

• Brainstorm and elaborate on mechanisms to support and expand on-going 
collaboration, capacity building, and adoption of substitution. 

Date and venue 

The workshop will be organised at ECHA’s premises on 29 May 2019.  

 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/dossier-evaluation-progress-2018
https://echa.europa.eu/recommendations-to-registrants
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We will send you the draft agenda as soon as it is made available and let you 
know when the registration is possible. 

 

More information:  

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/workshop-on-strategy-to-support-substitution-of-
chemicals-of-concern  

 

https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/workshop-on-strategy-to-support-substitution-of-chemicals-of-concern
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/workshop-on-strategy-to-support-substitution-of-chemicals-of-concern
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