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CHEMICALS 

 

General 

• Sylvie Lemoine joins Cefic as Executive Director Product Stewardship 

Source: Cefic  

Sylvie Lemoine, Senior Government Affairs Manager with Dow, has been 
appointed Cefic’s Executive Director Product Stewardship effective immediately, 
as successor of Peter Smith, who has retired from Cefic. 

As Executive Director Product Stewardship, Sylvie will be responsible for the key 
chemical legislation topics, including the implementation of REACH, an EU 
framework for endocrine disruptors, and the interface between chemicals, products 
and waste. 

Sylvie Lemoine is a seasoned public affairs professional with more than ten years 
of experience in EU government affairs. Prior to joining Dow Corning in 2016, she 
was Director for Technical and Regulatory Affairs in A.I.S.E., the International 
Association for Soaps, Detergents and Maintenance products. 

Sylvie Lemoine holds a PhD in Organic Chemistry from the Louis Pasteur 
University in Strasbourg, France and started her career as an analytical lab 
supervisor in ExxonMobil Chemical. 

 

Link to the article: 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/Sylvie-Lemoine-joins-Cefic-as-Executive-
Director-Product-Stewardship/  

 

• Chemical industry growth is expected to stabilise in 2019 

Source: Cefic 

Cefic is expecting a modest 0,5% growth in 2019 compared to 2018. 

While we expect that the industry can recover in 2019 from a decline in demand 
from the automotive industry in 2018, the industry’s 2019 performance might be 
impacted by trade tensions between the US, China and Europe, as well as the 
uncertainty around Brexit. 

2018 posted a 0,5% decline in chemical production compared to the previous year 
because of higher oil prices, lower demand from the automotive sector, and 
unusually low water levels in European rivers, which caused transportation delays. 

Over the long term, the EU chemical industry is expecting stable growth fuelled by 
increasing demand in sustainable solutions and technologies developed by the 
industry, as the EU moves further towards a lower-carbon and more circular 
economy. 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/Sylvie-Lemoine-joins-Cefic-as-Executive-Director-Product-Stewardship/
http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/Sylvie-Lemoine-joins-Cefic-as-Executive-Director-Product-Stewardship/
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Access the information:  

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/The-chemical-industry-growth-is-expected-
to-stabilise-in-2019/  

 

• EVENT/ Global Business Summit 2019 - 26-27 March 2019 Brussels 

          Source: Chemical Watch 

Chemical Watch welcome a first-class panel of keynote speakers to this year’s 
Global Business Summit, which takes place in Brussels, Belgium on 26-27 March 
2019. 

These leading figures from Dow, Cefic, UNEP, Greenpeace, ECHA and the US 
EPA will be presenting a series of keynote sessions which address global and 
corporate drivers, covering the following topics: 

• Megatrends in the chemical and downstream industries; 

• Global Chemicals Outlook II: Key insights for the future of chemicals and 
waste management; 

• Global trends in chemical pollution; and, 

• Bringing new chemicals to market: EU-v-USA. 

 

Access to the information: 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/69507/global-business-summit-
2019/programme  

 

• EVENT/ Helsinki Chemicals Forum 2019, 23 May 2019  

          Source: EU Agenda 

Helsinki Chemicals Forum is a key conference engaging international authorities, 
politicians, industry leaders, NGOs, academics, the media and specialists 
interested in global chemical safety and chemical management issues. Every year 
the conference gathers participants from about 40 countries to network and share 
their latest findings. The Forum is aimed also for all who wish to gain in-depth 
knowledge of the control of risks associated with the manufacture and use of 
chemicals and legislations and future goals related to chemicals safety. 

The Forum is built around high-profile panel discussions, keynote presentations 
and debates. The conference themes are selected for their global relevance by the 
international Programme Committee. 

The 11th Helsinki Chemicals Forum takes place in Messukeskus Helsinki, Finland 
23–24 June 2019.  

 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/The-chemical-industry-growth-is-expected-to-stabilise-in-2019/
http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/The-chemical-industry-growth-is-expected-to-stabilise-in-2019/
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/69507/global-business-summit-2019/programme
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/69507/global-business-summit-2019/programme
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Access the agenda: 

https://euagenda.eu/events/2019/05/23/helsinki-chemicals-forum-2019  

 

Biocides 

• WORKSHOP/ Risk Assessment for Biocides, 12-13 March 2019, 
Germany 

Source: Chemical Watch 

This training course provides a comprehensive overview of the environmental risk 
assessment (ERA) and human health risk assessment (HHRA) for biocides 
through two days of intensive training and is designed for environmental and 
human health risk assessors and regulators from industry, authorities and 
consultancies.  

 

Access the agenda: 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71560/risk-assessment-for-biocides  

 

• WORKSHOP/ Biocides Efficacy, 26 March 2019, Amsterdam  

Source: Chemical Watch 

This one-day training course from Biocides Hub is aimed at the non-expert and is 
designed to provide a detailed overview and examination of the efficacy 
requirements under the BPR (information/data requirements, methodology, and 
expected performance norms) and available guidance in a regulatory context.  The 
course will also address claim substantiation for biocidal products in pest control 
and disinfection. 

Here is the agenda of the training:  

• Introduction to efficacy requirements under the BPR 

• Overview of Available Guidance for Efficacy 

• Deep Dive into Efficacy and claim substantiation for PT18 & PT19 
products 

• Deep Dive into Efficacy and claim substantiation for Disinfectant 
Products (PTs 1-4) 

• Evaluation of Disinfection Efficacy in Drinking Water (PT5) 

 

Access the agenda: 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71805/biocides-efficacy/programme  

https://euagenda.eu/events/2019/05/23/helsinki-chemicals-forum-2019
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71560/risk-assessment-for-biocides
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71805/biocides-efficacy/programme
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Brexit 

• European chemical industry's statement on outcome of Brexit vote  

Source: Cefic  

Following the vote in the UK Parliament, business continues to lack clarity about 
the state of play after 29 March 2019, which means that companies cannot make 
decisions on production, investments and employment.  

Marco Mensink, Director General of Cefic, said: “We can’t stress this enough, 
because having certainty on the arrangements between the EU and the UK is 
critical to avoid serious supply chain disruptions. We continue to ask for a solution 
to be found, and hope that a ‘no-deal Brexit’ can still be avoided.”  

From the onset of the Brexit negotiations, the chemical industry on both sides of 
the Channel has been calling for an agreement that would keep frictionless tariff-
free trade in chemicals, ensure regulatory consistency between the UK and EU-27 
and enable access to skilled people to continue with the sector’s R&D 
programmes.  

Cefic has cooperated closely and continues to work with its UK member, the 
Chemical Industries Association (CIA) and the UK based companies to inform 
policymakers about our position. 

 

Link to the article: 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/European-chemical-industrys-statement-
on-outcome-of-Brexit-vote/ 

 

• UK Government publishes draft UK REACH statutory instrument 

Source: Chemical Watch  

The UK government has published a draft statutory instrument (SI) to create a UK 
version of REACH in the event of the UK leaving the EU without a deal on 29 
March. The plans would significantly reduce public participation in chemicals 
control, an NGO has said. 

The SI, published on 9 January, comes amid chaos over Brexit after Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s EU withdrawal deal suffered a crushing defeat in Parliament on 15 
January. 

It sets out further details on registrations, authorisations and the UK chemicals 
agency, and provides for the automatic transfer of existing EU registrations held 
by UK-based companies, including only representatives, which meet certain 
criteria with "no break in their validity". 

The transfer applies to qualifying registrations held by UK-based companies two 
years prior to EU withdrawal, with some 12,000 registrations expected to be 
'grandfathered'. 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/European-chemical-industrys-statement-on-outcome-of-Brexit-vote/
http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/European-chemical-industrys-statement-on-outcome-of-Brexit-vote/
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However, as previously reported, all transferring UK registrants will need to 
resubmit registration data to the the Health & Safety Executive (HSE), which will 
be the country’s new chemicals agency. 

During the first stage, they must submit basic data to the agency within 60 days of 
exit day. Full information appropriate to the registrant’s tonnage band is then 
required within two years – a timeframe that has alarmed industry. In December 
the government promised to review the timetable. 

While Echa decisions concerning UK registrations that existed immediately prior 
to Brexit will continue to have force, the HSE will be able to amend any deadline 
in those decisions. 

The SI also confirms that British businesses using substances supplied by EU27 
players will become importers and provides "transitional support" through an 
interim notification system instead of requiring a full registration. 

Companies importing chemicals would need to submit basic data on any 
substances within 180 days. The interim notification will be replaced by a full 
registration after two years. 

And any EU REACH authorisations held by UK companies will continue to have 
effect after EU exit. The UK chemicals agency will consider any applications 
requesting an extension to the authorisation. 

In cases where Echa’s committees have given opinions on a UK application for an 
authorisation and the Commission is yet to make a decision, the Secretary of State 
will do so. 

 

Public participation 

According to the draft, the HSE will accept advice from the Environment Agency 
and the devolved environmental regulators on chemicals controls. 

But Michael Warhurst, executive director of NGO CHEM Trust, said the SI would 
create "a very closed system with a huge reduction in public participation". 

The government has "stripped out" all committees and associated stakeholder 
engagement provided for under the EU REACH umbrella, "replacing it with an 
obligation for HSE to get external advice", Mr Warhurst said. 

In place of Echa’s Board of Appeal, the government will hear any appeals against 
HSE decisions on chemicals in its existing First Tier Tribunal, which currently hears 
appeals concerning environmental regulations. 

 

‘Fit for purpose’ 

Meanwhile, an independent regulatory committee has found the government's 
assessment of implementing a UK REACH is "fit for purpose". 

However, the Regulatory Policy Committee’s report into the SI, and a government 
impact assessment that accompanied it, highlighted the need for more accurate 
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information on data and other UK REACH-related costs, including those for 
familiarisation, labour and time. 

The impact assessment says firms may incur "substantial costs" to acquire data if 
they cannot gain access to their old data registered under EU REACH. 

The RPC report calls for further clarity on these costs. It asks how much new data 
need be generated in the UK if the data has changed. Additionally, it said, if the 
data has not changed and is the sole property of the company "it is not clear why 
they cannot simply provide copies from their own records". 

It also questions the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) 
whether costs from new registrations and authorisations with the HSE are solely 
to provide access to UK markets, or if they can use the revenues from the EU 
access to offset these costs. 

The UK competent authority may well have access to data already, the RPC report 
says, and Defra should explain how these data assets "will be apportioned" in a 
no-deal Brexit. 

Defra says the measures it plans to put in place will bring some benefits, including 
giving the UK authorities "the power to respond to new and emerging risks" from 
chemicals. 

There may be a negative impact on animal welfare, however, if data sharing with 
Echa is not established and firms may be required to duplicate animal testing, it 
says. 

Link to the article (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73430/government-publishes-draft-uk-reach-statutory-
instrument  

 

REACH 

• Commission urged to increase transparency of REACH authorisations 
- NGO says confidentiality rules should not prevent access to 
information 

 Source: Chemical Watch  

The European Commission should make the REACH authorisation process for 
Substances of Very High Concern (SVHCs) more transparent and avoid relying on 
confidentiality rules to reject public access to documents, an NGO said. 

In a letter to the director generals of DG Grow and DG Environment – Lowri Evans 
and Daniel Calleja Crespo – ClientEarth said there is no confidentiality rule that 
prevents the Commission from ensuring the transparency needed.  

On the contrary, the 11 December letter said, information on the order in which 
authorisation and restriction decisions are to be discussed, and why certain cases 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73430/government-publishes-draft-uk-reach-statutory-instrument
https://chemicalwatch.com/73430/government-publishes-draft-uk-reach-statutory-instrument


 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Press Review  
1-17 January 2019 

are delayed or prioritised, is essential when it comes to monitoring and scrutinising 
effectively the "exercise of the powers vested in the Commission".    

It is the second time ClientEarth has written to the Commission on the issue. It first 
wrote back in June, questioning "excessive delays" in authorisation decisions. The 
Commission responded in July, arguing that it is subject to "specific confidentiality 
rules" and that dissemination is already beyond the minimum requirements.  

But the NGO invited the EU executive to "reconsider" this assertion. It should be 
"particularly vigilant", ClientEarth said, to ensure greater transparency when it is 
acting in a legislative capacity with regard to REACH decisions. 

The NGO made the following recommendations to the EU executive to improve 
transparency of authorisation processes: 

• publish a detailed work plan, including the date at which a draft decision 
can be expected to be published, and systematically disseminate it in 
written form to the Competent Authorities for REACH and CLP 
(Caracal), and allow public access to the relevant website; 

• make clear oral communication to Caracal on the reasons for delay or 
prioritisation; and 

• improve ease of access and user experience in the comitology register, 
with publication of draft, final version, relevant dates and full legislative 
history. 

ClientEarth welcomed the Commission's efforts so far to address the problem. It 
noted, for example, access given to a detailed work plan at the November Caracal 
meeting, and said the EU body considered making the information available on a 
public platform. 

 

Backlogs 

The Commission also gave a commitment to clear the backlog of authorisation and 
restriction cases before the end of the year, and to establish new internal 
arrangements to speed up the proceeding of the cases, ClientEarth said. 

To avoid future backlogs, however, it must work with Echa and EU member states 
to improve the quality of applications, ClientEarth added. 

The Commission argued in its letter that delays were due to some cases being 
"more complex than others", but the NGO said the issues underlying those cases 
were mostly due to poor quality information provided in applications, particularly 
from upstream users. 

The EU must not create a "more lenient regime" for these applicants, it said, 
warning that granting an authorisation to companies that do not provide the 
necessary information "is equivalent to granting a blank cheque". 

It recommended that the Commission: 

• improve templates for authorisation applications; 
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• gather and use more information from third parties; 

• undertake actions to find and assess alternatives; 

• reject applications failing to meet REACH conditions; and 

• withdraw authorisation when key information is found missing from the 
application. 

If there is a large wave of applications, the Commission should prioritise dossiers 
where delays in decision-making are detrimental to human health or the 
environment, the NGO's letter said. These include cases for which Echa's Risk 
Assessment Committee (Rac) has asked for additional measures to be put in 
place. 

Priority should never be given to cases where the applicant has missed the 
application deadline to allow them continued use of SVHCs, ClientEarth said. 

The NGO's lawyer Apolline Roger said the Commission has three months to 
submit a draft decision to the REACH Committee, but respecting this timeline must 
not be "at the price of ensuring a full scrutiny of each case". 

A recent ClientEarth study has revealed that the EU executive’s decisions are 
"delayed unreasonably in a whopping 96% of all authorisation cases and in 89% 
of all restriction cases". 

 

Link to the article (subscription needed):  

https://chemicalwatch.com/73032/commission-urged-to-increase-transparency-
of-reach-authorisations  

 

• Echa outlines activities to promote SVHC substitution 

Source: Chemical Watch 

Focus on alternatives data and workshop support 

During 2019, Echa will publish "user friendly" data on its website on alternative 
substances under REACH applications for authorisation and establish how to 
make better use of its data, the agency said. 

Its announcement follows a stated commitment to continue to support initiatives to 
promote substitution of hazardous substances. 

The pledge came in a paper circulated at the meeting of the competent authorities 
for REACH and CLP (Caracal) in November last year. 

It is part of Echa’s first substitution strategy, published at the end of 2017. 

In September last year, the agency said it planned to publish a new, "easy-to-
digest" shortlist of safer alternatives to hazardous substances compiled from 
REACH authorisation applications. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73032/commission-urged-to-increase-transparency-of-reach-authorisations
https://chemicalwatch.com/73032/commission-urged-to-increase-transparency-of-reach-authorisations
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It follows a call earlier in 2018 by France, Germany, Italy and Norway for the 
agency to reveal more information on substitution possibilities in authorisation 
applications. 

NGOs have also called for more information on alternatives to be made public to 
encourage SVHC substitution. 

 

2019 plans 

In the Caracal paper Echa said that during 2019 it will: 

• provide "concrete" examples of how analyses of alternatives are carried out 
in practice, including making studies specifically demonstrating this; 

• support supply chain workshops and substitution-related events organised by 
member states and industry and set up at least one training event on the 
analysis of alternatives; 

• hold a series of meetings, including the 2nd European substitution network 
meeting (expected in May) and a special session of the Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (Setac) conference; and 

• launch a substitution strategy for 2020-2022 by December this year. 

 

Additionally it will establish with the directorate general of research and innovation 
how Horizon Europe would support substitution. 

This is in line with a request made by industry associations to help companies look 
for substitutes through "positive" economic incentives. 

The associations outlined the suggestion in a position paper which was sent to 
various EU authorities ahead of the Caracal meeting. 

In particular, industry associations asked for the implementation of a European 
programme to boost investments and new technologies, such as the Horizon 2020. 

The current substitution strategy is focused on four areas. These are capacity 
building, identification and promotion of a better access to funding and technical 
support, facilitating the use of data for substitution purposes and the development 
of network linked to SVHCs substitution. 

The plan is linked to the action five of the second REACH review, published in 
March last year. 

 

Work review 

The Caracal paper also assessed last year’s achievements and lesson learnt. 
Actions were carried out in all four areas of the substitution strategy, it said. 

Some examples include Echa’s participation and organisation in about ten 
substitution supply chain workshops events and webinars, and the preparation of 
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the information from all analyses of alternatives made in applications for 
authorisation (which will be available in 2019.) 

Further examples include preliminary discussions with the European Commission 
services about possible future support from Horizon Europe and a number of 
networking activities. 

However in the document, Echa recognised that substitution is still "Sunday church 
talk", referring to a place where people "have good intentions" in seminars and 
workshops but progress is "hard" to see in "real life". 

 

Link to the article (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73163/echa-outlines-activities-to-promote-svhc-
substitution  

 

• EU ‘enfometer’ shows slight improvement in REACH/CLP compliance- 
Indicators track EU-wide enforcement over eight-year period  

          Source: Chemical Watch 

Compliance with REACH and CLP Regulations showed slight improvement across 
the EU between 2007 and 2014, the European Commission says in its first report 
on a new EU-wide enforcement indicator. 

The report, released at the end of November, also shows that duty holder 
compliance fluctuated from 80-85% for REACH obligations and 83-88% for CLP 
over the period. 

This comes as the culmination of three years' work on developing a single 
benchmark to measure compliance. The so-called enfometer calculates average 
compliance across the EU by combining 11 separate indicators on different 
aspects of enforcement gathered from: 

• member states; 

• Echa's Enforcement Forum; and 

• EU authorities. 

 

It is one of several steps the Commission is working on to strengthen chemicals 
enforcement, identified last year as an area of REACH needing improvement. 

The report shows that the overall enforcement benchmark increased by 2% by 
2014 with the period 2010-12 used as a baseline. The Commission stresses, 
however, that it is "premature" to draw conclusions from this, calling for a "thorough 
analysis" and a possible revision of the indicators. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73163/echa-outlines-activities-to-promote-svhc-substitution
https://chemicalwatch.com/73163/echa-outlines-activities-to-promote-svhc-substitution
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In the period 2010-14, REACH and CLP compliance for imported goods fluctuated 
from 82-90%, the report says. Other results from the 11 individual indicators 
included: 

• the average level of compliance – detected by Echa through its own controls 
of REACH registration dossiers and follow-up evaluation conclusions – 
fluctuated from 77-84%. Compliance with REACH dossier information 
duties was as low as 32% in some cases; 

• of 152 appeals against REACH enforcement decisions only three were 
overturned. This was four of nine appealed CLP decisions; and 

• penalties represented less than 30% of the compliance cost. 

 

Variation of controls 

Work began in 2015 on how to calculate enforcement indicators at EU level. At 
that time, around 2,000 pieces of data collected from 31 countries enforcing 
REACH and CLP pointed to an average compliance rate of 80%. This figure, 
however, would have been influenced by enforcers focusing on cases of likely non-
compliance. 

EU countries have different notions of 'control', and it is essential to clarify what 
should be reported, the Commission says. For example, data on the first three 
indicators – REACH and CLP compliance and non-compliance in imported goods 
– is not consistent across the member states, it says. 

Member states have also expressed concern over using inspection numbers as a 
league table, stressing the need "to be clear on what those numbers mean". 

The Commission's report thus includes clarifications of what REACH and CLP 
controls member states need to report. 

Additionally, it provides information obtained from member state enforcement 
authorities. This shows that: 

• REACH and CLP controls are deeply integrated; 

• eight countries rated poor understanding among duty holders as a difficulty; 

• supply chain information is ranked as the top priority in REACH 
enforcement; and 

• hazard communication in labelling is considered as the top priority for CLP 
enforcement. 

• Member states report to the Commission on enforcement controls every 
five years, with the next reporting period due in 2020. 

 

In October, a REACH compliance project by Germany's Federal Institute for Risk 
Assessment (BfR) and Environment Agency (UBA) examined more than 3,800 
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dossiers and found 32% to be non-compliant for substances at tonnage levels of 
1,000 tpa. 

 

Link to the article (subscription needed):  

https://chemicalwatch.com/73235/eu-enfometer-shows-slight-improvement-in-
reachclp-compliance  

 

• Echa pins down causes of poorly functioning eSDSs 

          Source: Chemical Watch 

Ambiguous requirements for exposure scenarios in safety data sheets and lack of 
harmonised methods to adjust them to the needs of all users, are to blame for poor 
safety communication along chemical supply chains, Echa has said. 

Exposure scenarios circulated through extended safety data sheets (eSDS) under 
REACH aim to ensure safe handling and adequate control of risks through the 
whole lifecycle of substances, not just those related to direct customers of the 
supplier. 

But addressing the needs of all recipients in the supply chain and securing efficient 
information flow through a complex market has been challenging, Echa said in a 
report submitted to the meeting of the Competent Authorities for REACH and CLP 
(Caracal) in November. 

The European Commission has set out to improve the workability and quality of 
eSDSs as part of its second REACH Review. 

It called for harmonised formats and IT tools that would provide more user-targeted 
information, and said it will consider minimum requirements for the exposure 
scenarios in eSDSs. It also requested Echa to develop a methodology for SDSs 
for mixtures. 

Echa's own findings came in an annex to the Commission's action plan on eSDSs 
presented to Caracal. The agency said safety communication through eSDSs is 
not functioning properly, due to: 

• ambiguous requirements for exposure scenarios related to mixtures; 

• absence of agreed methods to better fit the exposure scenarios to the needs 
of the recipient; and   

• lack of harmonisation enabling IT support. 

Echa said it identified the root causes mainly through its work with stakeholders 
under the umbrella of the Exchange Network on Exposure Scenarios (Enes) – a 
collaborative network that includes several industry associations. 

Quality deficiencies in eSDSs were also highlighted in the fifth REACH 
enforcement project (Ref-5), which in December revealed hundreds of 
infringements. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73235/eu-enfometer-shows-slight-improvement-in-reachclp-compliance
https://chemicalwatch.com/73235/eu-enfometer-shows-slight-improvement-in-reachclp-compliance
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Poor fit 

Echa's annex provides some explanation for the outcomes of Ref-5. There are a 
number of factors "preventing a sufficiently strong demand from the market for 
better quality exposure scenarios", it said. 

For mixtures, the agency added, there is no common understanding of whether an 
SDS should have an exposure scenario annex like the substance-related SDS, 
and whether users of mixtures have downstream users’ duties under REACH. 

And exposure scenarios "often do not fit" the needs and the information processing 
capacity of those receiving it, it said. The reasons for this include: 

• the conditions of safe use in the registrant's exposure scenarios are 
expressed in generic terms; 

• there is no agreed method for companies to compare the exposure 
scenarios with existing practices at site; 

• no common understanding of how to use information on exposure scenarios 
in other contexts, for example, in workplace risk assessment; and 

• no harmonised method for companies dealing with mixtures to combine the 
information on exposure scenarios for various ingredient substances. 

Some formulators find it even more efficient to carry out the chemical safety report 
(CSR) for the mixture themselves, rather than having to process all the incoming 
exposure scenario information, Echa said. 

The agency pointed to lack of harmonisation of the data format of eSDSs as 
another issue. This results in information being uploaded manually into tools for 
processing, "which consumes a lot of resources and is error prone". The various 
formats used also "create frustration and reduce efficiency". 

 

Link to the article (subscription needed):  

https://chemicalwatch.com/73427/echa-pins-down-causes-of-poorly-functioning-
esdss   

 

• TRAINING COURSE/ REACH, 26-28 February, Le Chatelain, Belgium 

          Source: Chemical Watch 

The REACH 3-Day Training Course is designed to meet the needs of regulatory 
and compliance managers tasked with delivering or overseeing the REACH 
registration requirements of their organisations. The course will provide the 
knowledge and techniques necessary to fulfill the registration obligations under the 
REACH Regulation and to manage the potential impact of the Regulation on their 
business. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73427/echa-pins-down-causes-of-poorly-functioning-esdss
https://chemicalwatch.com/73427/echa-pins-down-causes-of-poorly-functioning-esdss
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The course is geared towards compliance managers, but not necessarily 
specialists or those with extensive experience, and covers all roles, activities and 
obligations necessary for those directly involved in or managing the REACH 
process, eg: 

• Manufacturers and Importers 

• Only Representatives 

• Sourcing of raw materials, chemical substances and mixtures, 
subcomponents 

• Joint and Lead Registration 

• Research and Development 

• Exemptions 

• Polymers and Monomers 

 

Access the agenda: 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/69229/reach-3-day-training-course  
 

• TRAINING COURSE/ REACH Compliance for Downstream Users - 19 
March 2019, Le Chatelain, Belgium 

          Source: Chemical Watch 

This one day course designed to meet the needs of any organisation which uses 
chemicals, providing them with the knowledge and techniques to allow them to fulfil 
their obligations under the REACH Regulation and to manage the potential impact 
of the Regulation on their business; 

The course is geared mainly towards those who manufacture articles, and covers 
all roles and activities such companies may undertake, including: 

• Sourcing (and importing) of raw materials, chemical mixtures, 
subcomponents 

• Use of chemical mixtures in the manufacture process 

• Research and Development 

• Sale and distribution of articles 

 

The REACH Compliance for Downstream Users will cover the basics of the 
REACH regulation along with information specifically pertinent to downstream 
users, including: 

• Roles and responsibilities throughout the supply chain; 

• The main protocols of the REACH regulation (registration, evaluation, 
authorisation, and restriction); 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/69229/reach-3-day-training-course
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• Substances of very high concern (SVHCs); 

• Communication and compliance throughout the supply chain; 

• Safety data sheets (SDS) and exposure scenarios; 

• Reporting, record-keeping and due diligence; 

• How REACH is enforced; 

• Sustainable versus regrettable substitution; 

• Product stewardship; and, 

• The impact of the REACH regulation on businesses. 

 

Access the agenda: 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71849/reach-compliance-for-downstream-
users     

 

 PLASTICS 

 

• Remove hazardous substances in plastics by 2025, EU body says - 
Commission, member states should 'fully explore' options to boost 
circular economy funding 

Source: Chemical Watch 

Hazardous substances should be "completely removed" from plastic products by 
2025, the EU Committee of Regions (CoR) has said in an opinion on the European 
Commission’s plastics strategy. 

According to the Committee, this would be necessary in order to make all plastic 
products and packaging recyclable by that date. 

The Committee of Regions is an advisory body made up of representatives of local 
or regional authorities in the EU. It issues opinions on proposed legislation and 
agrees on resolutions for further action by the European Union. 

According to the EU plastics strategy, published in January last year, by 2025 
some 10m tonnes of plastics should be recycled. 

However, the presence of hazardous chemicals in recycled materials poses a 
challenge for a ‘clean’ circular economy. 

"Ambition is needed to make the transition towards a circular economy and to 
tackle the societal and environmental challenges and practical issues relating to 
plastics," the CoR says. 

The Committee's opinion also emphasises the role of innovation and investment 
towards circular solutions in promoting "social and behavioural changes needed 

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71849/reach-compliance-for-downstream-users
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/71849/reach-compliance-for-downstream-users
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for the transition to a circular economy as a crucial step towards implementing the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals at EU, national, regional and local level". 

And it asks the European Commission and EU member states to "fully explore" 
options for an increase in funding for the circular plastics economy during their 
negotiations on the next multiannual financial framework (MFF). 

The Committee also argues that energy recovery is preferable to landfill and that 
"in the short term", unrecyclable plastic waste, or plastic waste which contains 
hazardous substances, should be treated in the "most effective and cleanest" 
waste-to-energy plants, where the high energy content of plastic waste can be 
utilised to generate heat and power. 

 

Future goals 

In May last year, Echa committed to identifying all substances of concern and to 
start regulatory action on them by 2025, mainly by identifying new chemicals and 
generating relevant data. 

However, NGO Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) said it doubted the 
agency’s ability to reach the goal, given its slow progress in updating the REACH 
candidate list. 

In December NGO Changing Markets Foundation called on carpet manufacturers 
to agree to a target for all commercial and household carpets put on the EU market 
to be free of potentially harmful substances by 2025. And supporting the target, 
Zero Waste Europe called for carpets to be separately collected, reusable and fully 
recyclable by that date. 

In the same month, the European Commission confirmed that the EU’s non-toxic 
environment strategy, due by the end of the year, will be postponed until the new 
European Commission takes office in 2019. 

Under the 7th Environment Action Programme, which steers the bloc's policies 
until 2020, the Commission is legally obliged to release its strategy this year on 
how it will eliminate toxic substances from the environment. 

The EU executive is due to publish a communication in January on the interface 
between chemical, product and waste legislation. 

 

Link to the article (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73041/remove-hazardous-substances-in-plastics-by-
2025-eu-body-says  

 

• EVENT/ ACI Future of Polyolefins Summit 2019, 16-17 January 2019, 
Antwerp   

 Source: EU Agenda  

https://chemicalwatch.com/73041/remove-hazardous-substances-in-plastics-by-2025-eu-body-says
https://chemicalwatch.com/73041/remove-hazardous-substances-in-plastics-by-2025-eu-body-says
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With the new European directive on plastic waste & circular economy targets, and 
the investments wave on new production plants, the polyolefins industry is facing 
changes in the near future. It will not only need to adapt to them, but also work as 
a whole, with all actors from the value chain involved, to live up to expectations 
and thrive. 

During the two-day Summit, the participants will discuss the different factors 
influencing the polyolefins industry, and of course the impact of the Circular 
Economy. 

The conference will also discuss how to maintain performance whilst aiming for 
recyclability & degradability of materials; lightweighting; design & application for 
polyolefin based packaging; converting technologies; as well as recycling & 
reusing polyolefins. 

 

Access the information:   

https://euagenda.eu/events/2019/01/16/aci-future-of-polyolefins-2019  

 

https://euagenda.eu/events/2019/01/16/aci-future-of-polyolefins-2019
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CHEMICALS 
 

General 

• EU chemicals output flattened through October 2018 

Source: European Chemical Industry Council 

 
The second half of 2018 proved more severe than expected, with production 
posting no growth from January to October 2018 compared to the same period of 
2017. Chemicals prices rose 3.7% during the same period, while chemicals sales 
reached 3.9% through September 2018. Chemicals exports were up 4.2%, while 
chemicals imports jumped 7.0% through September 2018. 
 
Access the Chemical trends report:  
http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/Chemical%20Trends%20Report/
2019-01-18%20Cefic%20Chemicals%20Trends%20Report.pdf  
 

Brexit 

• UK issues more no-deal Brexit guidance on CLP, Pic 

          Source: Chemical Watch 
 
The UK government has published additional guidance on UK equivalent 
classification labelling and packaging and prior informed consent Regulations in 
the event Britain leaves the EU on 29 March without a deal. 
 
For UK CLP, it set out more details for the following UK-based operators after exit 
day: 
 

• manufacturers of substance/mixtures; 

• importers of substance/mixtures not already on the EU/EEA market; 

• downstream users, supplying mixtures already on the EU/EEA market; 

• distributors, supplied with EU27 substance/mixtures; and 

• distributors of substance/mixtures, supplied from within the UK. 
 
For UK Pic, the guidance set out further details intended for: 
 

• UK-based companies exporting chemicals listed in the Pic Regulation 
outside the EU; 

• UK-based companies that currently only move Pic-listed chemicals within 
the EU single market; 

• EU-based companies sending Pic-listed chemicals to the UK; and 

• companies outside the EU exporting chemicals listed in Annex III of the 
Rotterdam Convention to the UK. 

http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/Chemical%20Trends%20Report/2019-01-18%20Cefic%20Chemicals%20Trends%20Report.pdf
http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/Chemical%20Trends%20Report/2019-01-18%20Cefic%20Chemicals%20Trends%20Report.pdf
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• The first no-deal Brexit guidance on CLP and Pic Regulations was 
published in October. 

 
On CLP, the government said it would effectively adopt the UN Globally 
Harmonized System (GHS) for classification and labelling of chemicals and base 
its regime on the existing EU one. 
 
On Pic, it said it would establish an independent standalone regime, also known 
as the Export and Import of Hazardous Chemicals Regulation. This will ensure 
Britain can continue to meet its international obligations under the Rotterdam 
Convention. 
 
The government also has also published additional guidance for the biocidal 
products Regulation. 
 
Link to the article (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/73597/uk-issues-more-no-deal-brexit-guidance-on-
clp-pic  
 

REACH 

• Echa reveals 'limited' database for SVHCs in articles after funding 
rebuff 

          Source: Chemical Watch 
 
Echa has embarked on a "scaled-down prototype" of its proposed substances in 
articles database, after failing to get clearing from the European Commission for 
full funding to develop it. 
 
The agency has issued a database cost estimate, saying it would set aside 
€900,000 from its own resources for a prototype "with limited features and testing" 
before the database's release by January 2020. A sustainable financing structure 
for the new tasks "still has to be found", it said. 
 
Echa and the Commission have been in talks over how to finance the cost of the 
database. The agency said in November a full funding structure was not "yet 
available" and this could risk a delay in its development and implementation. 
 
The proposal came out of the revised waste framework Directive (WFD) that 
entered into force in July last year. The agency is required to complete its task by 
5 January 2020, eighteen months after the Directive takes effect. 
 
The database would contain information provided by companies producing, 
importing or supplying articles containing substances of very high concern 
(SVHCs). They will need to submit this for products placed on the market from 5 
January 2021. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73597/uk-issues-more-no-deal-brexit-guidance-on-clp-pic
https://chemicalwatch.com/73597/uk-issues-more-no-deal-brexit-guidance-on-clp-pic


 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Press Review  
17-24 January 2019 

 
Echa said the prototype database would only be a portion of the final service and 
would not cover "dissemination, help desk or extensive cooperation with 
stakeholders". 
 
It would be based on a "minimum viable IT system", the purpose of which would 
be to test what could become the final target service and to learn from the 
interaction with stakeholders. 
 
'Strong regret' 
Echa expressed "its strong regret" over the lack of a sustainable financing structure 
for the database, according to a note from the agency’s management board 
meeting in December. It said it hopes the Commission will make a proposal to 
resolve the problem "as soon as possible". 
 
A specific financing decision will allow the agency to begin the IT development for 
the prototype in spring by using its REACH/CLP subsidy, and fees and charges 
income. The Commission still needs to approve such funds for the purpose. 
 
The full cost of the project is difficult to estimate, Echa told Chemical Watch, but it 
will "probably" be more than the money it has already set aside. 
 
Once the prototype has been launched, it plans to redesign the tool based on 
experience and to add on features later in the project. 
 
A full solution consists of many different ways of submitting the data and also of 
disseminating it to consumers and waste treatment operators, it said. 
 
The agency is currently refining the main design elements of the database and its 
related submission tools, following an online consultation from September to 
October and discussions at a workshop in October. 
 
Once agreed, information requirements will be published on Echa's website, it said. 
 
European industry groups have raised concerns with the proposal, particularly over 
Echa’s ‘draft scenario’ document which proposes companies submit extra 
information beyond what the WFD revision and REACH require. But Echa said any 
information obligations would be within the law.   
 
Link to the article (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/73663/echa-reveals-limited-database-for-svhcs-in-
articles-after-funding-rebuff   
 
 
 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73663/echa-reveals-limited-database-for-svhcs-in-articles-after-funding-rebuff
https://chemicalwatch.com/73663/echa-reveals-limited-database-for-svhcs-in-articles-after-funding-rebuff
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• EVENT/ REACH CLP & BPR Conference 2019, 7 March 2019, Lisbon 

          Source: Chemical Watch 
 
OnlyCoreChem Events is organizing the REACH CLP & BPR Conference 2019 
taking place in the beautiful city of Lisbon in Portugal on the 7 March 2019. 
Conference will include presentations from highly recognized Speakers on the 
most relevant subjects related with REACH, CLP and BPR with extended Q&A 
sessions to allow participants to share ideas, experiences and clarify their 
questions. 
The Conference & Networking Day is complemented by pre-event 6 March and 
post-event 8 March Workshops on REACH for Downstream Users of Chemicals 
and Introduction to the Biocidal Products Regulation. 
The event will have periods for Networking during Coffee-Breaks and Lunch and 
will include also an Exhibition. 
 
Topics include: 
 

- REACH Compliance for Manufacturers, Importers and Downstream Users 
of Chemicals 

- REACH Substance and Dossier Evaluation 
- Challenges of Authorisation under REACH 
- Tools for Substitution of Hazardous Chemicals 
- Nanomaterials under REACH 
- Safety Data Sheets and Exposure Scenarios 
- How to improve REACH for SMEs 
- REACH and OSH Legislation 
- Brexit impact on REACH 
- BPR Authorisation Strategies 
- Advantages and Challenges of working in a BPR Consortium 
- DetNet tool for Industry to support CLP Classification 
- Poison Centres CLP Art. 45 
- REACH and CLP Enforcement in practice 

 
Access the agenda:  
https://chemicalwatch.com/73135/reach-clp-bpr-conference-2019?pa=true  
 
 

PLASTIC 

• Widespread' risk if microplastics are not restricted – EU science group   

 Source: Chemical Watch 
 
The ecological risk from microplastics is currently rare but could become 
widespread if restrictions are not imposed, a scientific working group advising the 
European Commission has concluded. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73135/reach-clp-bpr-conference-2019?pa=true
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The report from the Science Advice for Policy by European Academies (Sapea) 
says currently only some specific locations may be at risk from exposure to nano- 
and microplastics (NMP). 
 
Sapea is part of the Commission’s Scientific Advice Mechanism (SAM), which 
provides the EU Executive with independent advice 
 
But "if NMPs continue to be emitted or formed from larger plastic debris as they do 
now, without any restriction in the future, there could be widespread future risks in 
most locations," it adds. 
 
For humans, it says, it is unclear what the daily intake of NMPs is, but their relative 
contribution among the mix of other chemicals humans are exposed to "is probably 
small at present". 
 
SAM is currently reviewing the scientific evidence base and policy context for 
microplastics, and Sapea's report will inform its opinion, due in the spring. 
 
The report says that "little is known" about the ecological and human health risks 
"and what is known is surrounded by considerable uncertainty". Exposure to 
microplastics in the laboratory has "significant, negative effects" but there is no 
evidence that this happens in nature, it adds. 
 
It calls for more knowledge through improved, internationally standardised 
methods to more accurately foresee the degree of harm and prioritise measures 
and actions 
 
The Commission has asked Echa to prepare a REACH Annex XV restriction 
dossier on the use of intentionally added microplastic particles for all consumer 
and professional use products. And in September, the European Parliament voted 
for a ban. 
 
Link to the article (subscription needed):   
https://chemicalwatch.com/73573/widespread-risk-if-microplastics-are-not-
restricted-eu-science-group  
 

• Global industry alliance to fight plastic waste 

          Source: Chemical Watch 
 
An alliance of 28 major companies has launched a global organisation to push for 
solutions on eliminating plastic waste from the environment. 
 
The Alliance to End Plastic Waste (AEPW), which has been working with the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), includes chemical and 
plastic manufacturers, as well as consumer goods companies. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73573/widespread-risk-if-microplastics-are-not-restricted-eu-science-group
https://chemicalwatch.com/73573/widespread-risk-if-microplastics-are-not-restricted-eu-science-group


 
 
 

   
  

 # EU Press Review  
17-24 January 2019 

 
It has committed more than $1bn to the project and hopes to invest a further $500m 
over five years. 
 
AEPW chair David Taylor said: "Everyone agrees that plastic waste does not 
belong in our oceans or anywhere in the environment. This is a complex and 
serious global challenge that calls for swift action and strong leadership." 
 
And Mr Taylor, who is board chairman, president and CEO of Procter & Gamble, 
urged "companies, big and small and from all regions and sectors" to join in the 
effort. 
 
In addition to a number of immediate projects, the AEPW says it will work and 
invest in four "key" areas. 
 
These are: 

• infrastructure development to collect and manage waste and increase 
recycling; 

• innovation to advance and scale new technologies that make recycling and 
recovering plastics easier; 

• education and engagement of governments, businesses and communities; 
and 

• cleaning up concentrated areas of plastic waste already in the environment. 
 
Several of the companies are among those that the WBCSD brought together last 
year to produce a chemical industry roadmap. This called on "industry peers" and 
public and private stakeholders to work together on engaging with the UN's 
sustainable development goals. 
 
Link to the article (subscription needed): 
https://chemicalwatch.com/73533/global-industry-alliance-to-fight-plastic-waste  
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CHEMICALS 

 

Brexit 

• Cefic/CIA briefing note – preparing for UK out of REACH scenario 

Source: Cefic  

Brexit will have significant implications in the area of chemicals regulation, for 
companies both in the UK and in the EU27/EEA countries.  

Supply chains being highly connected, chemical companies may face difficulties 
in complying with chemicals legislation when the UK leaves the European Union. 
Cefic and CIA, the UK chemical industries association, have therefore developed 
a briefing note to support and prepare businesses, setting out practical 
considerations to maintain trade post-Brexit. The advice the document provides is 
based on the assumption that the UK would be leaving REACH as a result of 
Brexit. The two industry bodies look to minimise the challenges companies both in 
the EU and in the UK face to maintain REACH compliance. 

Access the briefing note: 

http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/PositionPapers/Brexit%20Cefic-
CIA%20Preparing%20for%20UK%20out%20of%20REACH%20scenario.docx.pd
f 

 

• UK chemicals to be hit by tariffs if no-deal Brexit, says Cefic 

Source: Cefic 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) tariffs of up to 6.5% will apply even for products 
which are being transferred to a subsidiary of the same company and amount to a 
tax on intra-company trading, he stresses. 

There are two ways to claim exemption from tariffs, but these are subject to strict 
customs rules and controls. First, companies can claim an exemption for inward 
processing. This is where a substance is exported as a raw material, processed 
into a different product and then re-exported. Second, companies can make a 
claim for duty suspension: if a company is dependent on a substance not produced 
in sufficient quality or quantity within the EU, it is possible to claim under this 
scheme, which will bring duties down to zero. 

The UK will have to set up its own system for these exemptions in the event of a 
no-deal Brexit.  

There are some disadvantages to being in a customs union, Van Sloten explains. 
If the UK enters one with the EU, it must eliminate tariffs against any third countries 
where the EU has a free trade agreement in place. However, it does not 
automatically benefit from zero tariffs on its exports to those third countries. It must 
first negotiate its own free trade agreement with those third countries, and that may 

http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/PositionPapers/Brexit%20Cefic-CIA%20Preparing%20for%20UK%20out%20of%20REACH%20scenario.docx.pdf
http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/PositionPapers/Brexit%20Cefic-CIA%20Preparing%20for%20UK%20out%20of%20REACH%20scenario.docx.pdf
http://www.cefic.org/Documents/RESOURCES/PositionPapers/Brexit%20Cefic-CIA%20Preparing%20for%20UK%20out%20of%20REACH%20scenario.docx.pdf
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not be simple: for one thing, the UK does not have enough trade experts to 
negotiate these free trade deals.  

Access the article:  

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/UK-chemicals-to-be-hit-by-tariffs-if-no-deal-
Brexit-says-Cefic-/  

 

• Industry welcomes MPs backing of amendment rejecting no-deal 
Brexit 

Source: Chemical Watch 

The UK chemicals industry has given a mixed response to the broad backing by 
British MPs of a parliamentary amendment that rejects the possibility of the country 
leaving the EU without a deal on 29 March. 

The amendment was one of several debated on prime minister Theresa May’s EU 
withdrawal deal. The 29 January vote came just two weeks after that had been 
shot down. 

However, it is not legally binding and means the UK crashing out of the single 
market and customs union is still a possibility. 

Its success depends on Mrs May being able to win changes to the so-called 
‘backstop’ – which prevents a hard border between Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
Meanwhile Brussels has said it will not renegotiate the deal. 

Industry reaction 

Peter Newport, chief executive of the Chemical Business Association, said that 
following the vote the UK is no closer to achieving a solution to the Brexit process. 
"We welcome the fact that no deal, the worst possible outcome, has been rejected 
by Parliament." Though not binding, he added it does "indicate" a majority are 
against it.    

"Despite the fact that we have been told by the EU that the withdrawal agreement 
is a closed book and cannot be renegotiated, Parliament has nevertheless voted 
to send the prime minister back to Brussels to re-open negotiations." 

This, he said, looks like "the triumph of hope over experience". But, he added, the 
UK chemical supply chain is still facing commercial and regulatory uncertainty. "We 
can only continue to hope that any Brexit solution includes continued access to EU 
markets and the regulatory alignment that this requires." 

Steve Elliott, chief executive of the Chemical Industries Association, struck a more 
optimistic tone, saying that Parliament has now "set a route to a workable trading 
future". 

While there are still "different opinions", he said the majority of MPs has now 
delivered a view "on the sort of deal that the UK could accept. I welcome this and 
am pleased to see that the prospect of a no-deal outcome to our leaving the EU 
has significantly reduced, if not disappeared altogether. There is still a lot of work 

http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/UK-chemicals-to-be-hit-by-tariffs-if-no-deal-Brexit-says-Cefic-/
http://www.cefic.org/newsroom/News/UK-chemicals-to-be-hit-by-tariffs-if-no-deal-Brexit-says-Cefic-/
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to do both in the UK and then with the EU. We and others will continue helping to 
get to an agreed deal." 

But Kate Young, Brexit and chemicals campaigner at NGO CHEM Trust, said she 
is "alarmed at the continued lack of clarity" over the government’s position on 
Brexit. CHEM Trust has "severe concerns about the catastrophe of a no-deal 
scenario, particularly given the problems we see with the UK government’s plans 
for chemical regulation". 

She reiterated that the "only way" to "properly" protect the environment and public 
health from hazardous chemicals is for the UK to stay in REACH, either by 
agreement in a trade deal or by remaining within the EU. 

Link to the article (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73841/industry-welcomes-mps-backing-of-
amendment-rejecting-no-deal-brexit  

 

REACH  

• EU drafting Implementing Regulation for new substances registration 

Source: Chemical Watch 

The European Commission is preparing an Implementing Regulation under 
REACH to spell out registration procedures for new substances on the market, 
Commission sources have told Chemical Watch. And another may be on the way 
to toughen up the requirements for dossier updates. 

It is intended that the first Implementing Regulation, still in draft form, will explain 
how REACH registration provisions will operate following the expiry in June 2018 
of the transitional regime that applied to 'phase-in' substances. These are 
chemicals that were already on the market when REACH was adopted in 2007. 

Echa has received dossiers for 21,551 phase-in chemicals and believes the 
majority of the substances currently used on the market have been registered, 
even as NGOs say there may be thousands of unregistered chemicals. 

The Commission said the new Implementing Regulation would aim to provide 
clarifications regarding: 

• calculation of tonnage in registering substances; 

• applicability of reduced REACH registration requirements; and 

• continuing obligations of existing registrants of phase-in substances to 
jointly update their registration dossiers after 1 June 2018. 

No further details have yet been revealed, but the draft Regulation is currently 
going through the Commission's "internal procedures and obligations" and 
member states will vote on it in the context of the REACH Committee. 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73841/industry-welcomes-mps-backing-of-amendment-rejecting-no-deal-brexit
https://chemicalwatch.com/73841/industry-welcomes-mps-backing-of-amendment-rejecting-no-deal-brexit
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"The Commission's intention is that the vote will take place in the first quarter of 
2019," a source said. 

Article 22 

The Commission is also considering drafting another Implementing Regulation to 
boost the frequency at which registration dossiers are updated, amid concerns 
over high levels of non-compliance in REACH dossiers. 

Some EU member states and Norway have called for an implementing Act to clarify 
Article 22 of REACH, to ensure companies regularly review and update dossiers. 
The Commission's second REACH review called for actions to encourage dossier 
updates and, last September, Echa announced a major revamp of compliance 
processes. 

The EU executive is mulling "what options are available", the Commission said, 
and they include an implementing act that would provide "further detail regarding 
the timing and circumstances in which dossiers need to be updated". 

It will also propose amending Echa’s compliance target, currently set at 5% of 
dossiers registered under each tonnage band. The new target should be "a further 
incentive" for companies to comply with registration duties, the Commission said. 
It did not disclose the new target. 

Echa is already using "intelligent strategies" to prioritise compliance checks, it 
added, but it could also consider "amending or adding new criteria" for prioritisation 
"to achieve the highest impact with dossier evaluation." 

A German study last year found registration dossiers to be non-compliant for some 
32% of substances at 1,000 tonnes per year or above. Echa's seventh 
enforcement project (Ref-7) started in January and will focus on dossier 
compliance. 

Cefic said it would welcome a draft Implementing Regulation on Article 22 as it 
would provide more clarity "on what needs to be updated in dossiers and when." 

The clarification will be helpful for everyone, Cefic said, "for authorities to better 
assess whether a dossier needs to be updated or not and for registrants to 
proactively update their entries, if needed." 

Link to the article (subscription needed): 

https://chemicalwatch.com/73879/eu-drafting-implementing-regulation-for-new-
substances-registration  

You can find more information about the upcoming REACH Committee 
meeting (14 – 15 February 2019) in the Institutions News document! 
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• EVENT/ The Future of REACH Authorisation, 18 March 2019, Brussels, 
Belgium 

Source: Chemical Watch 

This one-day conference focuses on streamlining and improving the efficiency of 
REACH authorisation  

Now that the last registration deadline has passed, it is time to take stock of where 
things stand with the REACH authorisation process. The EU REFIT report states 
that ongoing efforts to streamline and simplify the authorisation process "should 
continue with a view to clarifying the requirements and make the process more 
predictable". This conference will share the latest thoughts on streamlining the 
REACH authorisation system and contribute your ideas on how to best achieve 
this objective. 

Access the information:  

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/72994/the-future-of-reach-
authorisation?pa=true  

 

Electronics 

• EVENT/ Chemicals Management for the Electronics Industry: Up-to-
the-minute information and advice, 28 March 2019, Brussels, Belgium 

Source: Chemical Watch 

This new event from Chemical Watch offers up-to-the-minute information and 
advice on chemical restrictions in electronics and electricals. 

Access the information:  

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/73247/chemicals-management-for-the-
electronics-industry?pa=true    
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